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DESCRIPTION, Se. 


H E pedeſtal part of this ſuperb piece is a 
\ table of iron, ſkilfully made, and overlaid 
with ornaments that cover the iron in every 
part. It is raiſed from the ground on caſtors, 
of a peculiar conſtruction, not affected by 
che weight they ſupport, but that move 


Four Bulls, at equal diſtances, on a ground of curious work- 
manſhip, ſupport the table ; between the Bulls four Dolphins ; 
and in the ſame diviſion, Dragons of five claws, looking up- 
wards at the Bulls; "oppoſite the Dolphins are Storks, or Paddy 
Birds, fixed to the caſtors, which, by turning, decline or elevate 
it to a perfect level. 


Two mathematical inſtruments are fixed to it, by which the 
uprightneſs is eaſily diſcovered, or rendered ſo when it is not: 
Bull-ruſhes, and other ſhrubs enamelled green, with Lizards 
ewining about them, add to the ornaments of the pedeſtal. 
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The border of the table, which is octagon, is gadrooned, 
and otherwiſe decorated. At the eight corners hang large ſwing- 
ing circles of flowers and palm branches; the flowers ſet with 
ſtones of various colours, to imitate nature. Within the circles 
are Loories (Indian birds of great eſtimation) copied from, 
and as large as life ; in their bills a branch of Laurel, with leaves 
and ſruit of jeweller's work; between the birds Tygers heads, 


holding each a ſwivel in their mouths, to which hang eight 
rich watches. 


The plane of the table is of the fineſt variegated tortoiſe- 
ſhell, upon a red ground; on which ſtands eight Lions, ſup- 


porting a magnificent gallery, decorated with pillars, arches, 


feſtoons, and pots of flowers of jeweller's works, and other 


fine defigns: behind the Lions, in eight diviſions, are paintings 


of birds and beaſts, two in each compartment, covering a large 
circle or frame of braſs, which contains a chime of twelve - 
bells, playing twelve tunes; alſo a mechanical invention, by 


which the lions, the gallery, and what it contains and ſup- 


ports, may be turned round at pleaſure, as to be ſeen on every 
fide with the utmoſt conreniency. 


The ground, within the gallery, is of gold ſtone, with a 
double circle of blue and gold, forming a plat-form of excellent 
workmanſhip, upon which ſtands a very rich and curious Ele- 
phant, that goes round the table from ſprings, and mechaniſm 

fixed 


33 
fixed in the body of it; which has communication even to the 


trunk, ſo as to move it in many reſpects like life, extending, 
and contracting it in as animating manner as art can perform, 


On the neck of the Elephant is fixed a ſmall but rich gal- 
lery, all of jeweller's work; in the midſt of it, on a beautiful 
tranſparent ground, of an emerald colour, ſtands a Tartar figure 


as guider of the Elephant, with the fort of inſtrument in his hand 
that is uſed for that purpoſe. 


Joining to the gallery, on the back of the Elephant, is a 
moſt curious horizontal eight day clock, that chimes, ſtrikes, 


and repeats 1n a very extraordinary manner, and is contrived 


with three dials, both in the front, and at the ſides the fame 


as if there were three diſtinct clocks, all from one movement. 
The front dial is of rock cryſtal, is divided into three leſſer dials, 
has a ſecond, a minute, and an hour hand; beſides a fourth 
which divides the, minutes into two hundred and forty parts, 
and is fo contrived, that the motion and running of the 


wheels, which is extremely curicus, may be ſeen through the 
tranſparency of the dial. 


The fourth fide, next the tail of the Elephant, is alſo of 


cryſtal, through which the balance and other parts of the mo- 
tion may be ſeen. 
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The caſe of the clock is of gold, decorated with jeweller's 
work, and curiouſly enamelled of a moſt beautiful blue colour, 
beyond the ſkill of any but the artiſt who did it, to execute 
the ſame; and is on every ſide a different repreſentation of the 
moſt curious and rare birds and beaſts, that are in eſtimation in the 
country it is deſigned for. At the four corners are pillars of 
the Corinthian order, fluted, and ſet with ſeveral hundred ſtones: 
As are alſo the circles of the dials on every fide ; the hands of 
the clocks are of diamonds, ſkil fully made. 


2 
The furniture and capariſon of the Elephant, is extremely 


rich of jeweller's work, adorned with ornaments, fringes, 
and taſſels of pearls. 


The various holes to introduce the keys for winding up the 
clock- work, muſick part, and mechaniſm, are all hid by orna- 
ments formed for that putpoſe: other ornaments are alſo con- 
trived to ſhift the tunes, make the muſick play for a ſhort time, 
or perpetual: Likewiſe to make the Elephants go round or 
move their trunks at pleafure, 


On the top of the clock is a rich gallery, compoſed entirely 
of jeweller's work: Within the gallery is a range of twelve 
bells, finely poliſhed ; before the bells are two Automaton figures 
of a man and woman, in Turkiſh habits, all of ſolid gold, in their 
turbans, creſcents, and feathers of rubies and diamonds ; before 

them 
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them is a deſk, and on it a muſick book enamelled, with the 
notes : Over the book is a lamp of five branches; the figures 
appear as if ſinging, and hold a hammer in each hand ; and by 
the touch of a ſpring, alſo by the going of the clock, play on 
the bells ſeven different tunes, true to muſick; their fect 
aſſiſting, and ſtriking thoſe bells that are not played on with 
their hands, the Elephant going round at the fame time. 
The gallery in which they fit has a door on each fide, which 
opens and ſhews the motion of the feet of the figures, which 


is extremely curious, 


Over the muſick-gallery, ſupported by pillars, is a ſecond gal- 
lery, ſmaller, but equally rich of jeweller's work, in the 
center of which a fingle bell is fixed ; at the four corners are 
four figures proportioned in fize to the gallery ; three of 
which have muſical inſtruments in their hands, and feathers ſet 
with diamonds and rubies in their caps; the fourth holds in 
each hand a hammer, with which, though at a conſiderable 
diſtance, and no viſible communication with the clock, he 


ſtrikes on the bell the hours, and quarters, perfectly agrecable to 


the going of the clock below. 


Above the ſecond gallery, is a Piramid of . twenty-four 
ſtars of jeweller's work ; the ſtars, which gradually diminiſh 
in ſize, are placed vertically in a ſpiral form, in fix rows, their 


motion-is pleaſing and curious. On the top of the piramid is 


a gold 
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a gold ſhell, with ornaments of ſtones and pearls, in which is 
four Dolphins, their heads looking upwards, and their tails 
meeting in the center; which, together with ſome ornament 
of jeweller's work, forms a rock; on which ſtands a Dragon, 
richly ſet, his wings and barbed tail extended, and his head 


over one of the Dolphins in an animated poſture ; and during 
the motion of the ſtars, he moves his wings as if flying, and 


votnits gold, filver, and pearls, which are received by one of 


the Dolphins ; and, by an extraordinary piece of mechaniſm, 
carried up again into the dragons; the gold, filver, and pearls 
paſſing through the Dolphins and Dragons, aſcending and de- 


ſcending in a conſtant motion with the ſtars, for a conſiderable 


time together. 


In the center of the rich gallery, round which the Elephant 
is made to move, is an obeliſk of immenſe workmanſhip and 


art; four Elephants, ornamented with jeweller's work, at 
the four corners ſupport it. 


The pedeſtal part is four ſquare, with hollow corners of gold 
ſtone; the tops and bottoms of lapis, blue and gold; the ſides of 


ruby-coloured agate, covered with ornaments and embelliſh- 
ments of jeweller's work, extremely rich. 


Within the body part of the obeliſk is the mechaniſm, 
that gives life and motion to the whole, by which, on every 


ſide, 
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fide, ſtars of various magnitudes, ſpiral worms, and endleſs 


ſcrews, all of jeweller's work, are ſet in motion, forming the 
moſt pleaſing and delightful variations, 


At the four corners are golden Eagles, their wings extending 
upwards, ſo as to be even with their heads, on each of which 
reſts a golden Eſcalop-ſhell: Over the Eagles, on the top 
of the pedeſtal, ſtand four large flying Dragons, with forked 
extended wings, ribbed with green, and ſtones of various 
colours, holding their heads downwards towards the ſhells, 
into which they vomit gold, filver, pearls, diamonds and preci- 
ous ſtones, of a globular ſhape, which deſcend through the 
ſhells, and by an admirable piece of mechaniſm aſcend again 
| into the Dragons, who as every Ball paſſes, catch it between 
4 their teeth and forked tongues; and when a ſucceeding Ball 
b preſents, let one go and catch the other, moving their wings at 
the ſame time, ig the moſt animated manner poſſible; 
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Under the feet of the Dragons are horns of plenty, filled with, 
and dropping down on each fide a profuſion of rich ornaments 


of jeweller's work. Between the Dragons, under the column 
part of the obeliſk, are other embelliſhments, ſet very rich, 
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from whence iſſue ſerpents, turning towards the right and left; 
and in the front diviſions, over the Satyr's face, is a creſcent 


and ſtar, by which the whole may | be ſet in motion, or * 
at pleaſure. 


To the back of the Dragons, the column part of the obeliſk is 
fixed, as ſupporters of it. It is plated with the fineſt ſilver, over- 
laid with leaves and flowers formed of ſhells, of the moſt beauti- 
ful colours, on a crimſon ground. Upon the four ſides are placed 
four Snakes, each upwards of a foot long; and four Lizards, 
in proportion, all of gold, of various colours, curiouſly jointed, 
ſo as to bend into the moſt ſerpentine forms, to extend or 
contract their bodies and ſcales, to turn themſelves in almoſt 
any direction; and by the moſt matchleſs and curious piece of 
mechaniſm that art can boaſt of, to move on the plane and ſur- 
face of the obeliſk, following each other over the ſides and cor- 
ners, aſcending and deſcending in the moſt exact forms and 
motions of life, paſſing through vines, with which the obeliſk 
is decorated, which, as it were, grow up from the four corners, 
— unches of crimſon and purple grapes, of various ſizes, hang 
on the vines; numbers of flies and inſects, ſet with pearls, dia- 
monds, and other ſtones, are fixed on gold ſprings, to various 
parts of the leaves and branches, and in motion as if hovering 
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1 
over them. The Stalks, the Leaves, and Grapes, are all 
of jewcller's work, ſet with many thouſand ſtones, and con- 
trived with great ingenuity, ſo as not to obſtruct the Serpents and 
Lizards in their motion, but to add greatly to the curioſity of 
it. 


Above the vines, in letters, ſet with ſtones, of a ruby colour, 
is the Name, 2 


J. COR, FE CIT, London, 1769. 


Upon the top of the obeliſk, above the name, is a figure of 
an old man, finely executed ; his feet on the neck of a Serpent 
that twines round him ; the tail in his right hand ; the forked 
tongue iſſuing from its mouth, as if alive, is in conſtant motion ; 
round his body is a girdle of jeweller's work ; and on his back a 
large rich ſphere, made with immenſe ſkill and art; the feet 
of which is elegantly ſet with ſtones of various colours: Upon 
the zodiack are the twelve ſigns, curiouſly chaſed of ſolid 
gold, upon a beautiful red ground. 


The motion of the ſphere is not oblique, but parallel to 
the horizon, and communicated to it through all the other 
motions, in an almoſt inviſible manner, and ſo artfully con- 
trived as to move vertically twelve ſplendid Stars, round the 
frame in which it is fixed. 
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Upon the top of the ſphere is a Vaſe, ornamented with 
feſtoons of flowers of jeweller's work, upon which ſtands 
celeſtial and terreſtrial Globes, enamelled on copper; which, 
though not two inches in diameter, are as perfectly drawn and 
divided, as thoſe that are ten times the ſize; the diviſions of 
the earth, &c. being all perfectly expreſſed on the one, as the 
various ſigns and fixed ſtars are on the other ; their motions are 
parallel to the horizon, in which they move a triangle of large 
ſtars, of ſcven ſpiral points, round the frame of the globe ho- 
rizontally ; the points of the ſtars ſpirally, and the center ſtars 
vertically, in conſtant motion with all the other ſtars, without 
any diſtin ſeparate movement, but by a ſecret and curious 
connection with the whole machine; which requires but once 
winding up to ſet the whole in motion together. 


Above the globe, to make an agreeable termination, is a 
large ſpiral Worm, ſet with tones brilliant cut; within the 
ſpiral, and in motion with it, is a twine of Serpents, of a beau- 
tiful emerald green; and upon the top of all, on a ſmall gold 
globe, ſtanding on one foot, with wings extended as if flying, 
is a golden figure of Fame, finely executed ; having in one hand 


a wreath of laurel, in the other a trumpet held to its mouth 
as if ſounding it. 


The 
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The Spiral Worm, by the moſt finiſhed rules of art and 


amazing invention, receives from the firſt power a circular 
motion in a proper train, by which it catches the eye, and 
ſeems to be winding up without end; and, notwithſtanding 
its motion is quick, by which the figure that ſtands on it, might 
be expected to receive the fame velocity; yet ſuch is the 
farther ſtretch of invention in that reſpect, that it moves flow 
and regular, turning gradually round on every fide. 


The height of the whole, from the bottom of the pedeſtal 
to the top of the figure, is eight feet; which are contrived to 
take into different parts, for the conveniency of packing and 
carriage. 


Beſides the great weight of gold employed in various parts 
of this magnificent piece, there are near one hundred thouſand 


ſtones ſet in ornaments and embelliſhments of it, including 


diamonds, rubies; emeralds, precious ſtones and pearls. 


Thus finiſhes this ſuperb piece, the like of which has never 


before appeared 1 in Europe. 


The luxuriance of the fancy, the aſſemblage and profuſion 
ef ſuch almoſt numberleſs motions and inventions; the rich- 
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neſs of embelliſhments and ornaments; the magnificence of the 
compoſition ; he immenſe ſkill, taſte, and elegance therein dif- 
played, is great even to aſtoniſhment. 


Every claſs of Artiſts therein employed, ſeem to have vied 
with each other to excel in their different departments, and no 
pains or expence have been ſpared to make it compleat. 


The mechanical parts, though delicate aud curious beyond 
deſcription, are ſo excellently conſtructed, ſo ſtrongly and care- 
fully executed, and ſo highly finiſhed, that nothing but vio- 
lence can injure them, or prevent their performing their various 
and extraordinary motions, for a long duration. 
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